Finally, the Editor wishes to emphasise the following additional precepts which should be observed by intending authors. In accordance with the policy of all good-quality scientific journals, ''Urolithiasis'' supports the application of strict guidelines on plagiarism. Thus, authors should take great care not to copy sections of text or data from papers already published in the literature unless they provide necessary acknowledgment to the original authors and indicate the source of the material in the form of a reference. Unfortunately, over the past few years, plagiarism has become an increasing problem in the scientific literature as the demands on researchers to publish have increased. Authors should be aware that software now exists for detecting material copied from previously published articles. Authors must also refrain from submitting their manuscripts to more than one journal simultaneously. It is a severe breach of scientific etiquette to do so as most journals insist that authors sign a declaration when they submit their manuscript to the effect that their article is not simultaneously being considered for publication in an alternative journal. Defiance of these principles will inevitably lead to immediate rejection of the manuscript concerned and further measures may be taken against the authors concerned.
The Editor and Associate Editors look forward to a new era in urolithiasis research with the publication of a journal whose name more clearly defines the topic of its contents while maintaining the scientific integrity of its predecessor. We hope that the readership of ''Urolithiasis'' will continue to enjoy the journal in this new format.
